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class Harlem flats. Henry was now stout and
sedate, but there was still a twinkle in his eyes.

Gloria, or rather Mamie, was now fat and forty,

but very comfortable and rather pleasing to the

eye. Gloria, aged fifteen, stopped inlialing her

soup long enough to say:

"Mom, I saw the swellest car today—I wish I'd

wake up some day and find our 'hunk of tin' a

Rolls-Royce. But I'll be rich some day—you see

—I found a little red book in an old trunk in your

room called "How to Marry Successfully" and it

says that if you follow directions exactly you will

be sure to get a millionaire."

And over the heads of the five little Trents

"Mom" looked down at "Pop" and solemnly

winked her eye. • Their glances seemed to meet

over the remains of roast chicken and spelled the

words
—

"It can't be done."
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(Essay)

THAT which is advantageous to man should

be sought. Music is advantageous to man,
therefore music should be sought.

Man by his very nature seeks happiness. There

is no man that does not wish for contentment.

He will go a long way and encounter much dif-

ficulty in order to/ obtain some satisfaction. That
happiness or the nearness to it consists in the at-

tainment of something which pleases him. For

true happiness, that something must be some-

thing good.

Unfortunately, there are men who think that

happiness can be found only in evil-doing; or

worse still, they regard evil good and good evil.

These, of course, are blinded by lower nature,

and their self-gratification is anything but ad-

vantageous to them. It brings anything but hap-

piness. ''' '*'•';,: ,'''
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Those things are advantageous to man which

elevate him and satisfy the nobler part of him,

the higher self.

Man is constantly trying to make progress,

himself cliiefly with lines, spaces etc., of music,

seek. The desire of advancing is innate, not

only in the material order of things, by way of

art and science, but in the spiritual order as well.

The innate craving for happiness which man
never seems able to satisfy, is the craving for

happiness of the higher sort. Hence, whatever

it, really advantageous to man helps, to some ex-

tent, to bring him happiness.

Music is advantageous to man for many rea-

sons. First of all music in itself is elevating. By
its very nature, and in accordance with the time

in which it is written, it lifts up the downcast

spirit; or may bring one from fickleness to seri-

ous reflection. In other words it appeals to the

feelings. ^.: ./:,-';::', x\: : __.}'

Music is advantageous by reason of its origin,

because it seems to have existed in all ages, es-

pecially in Egypt and Greece, but by reason of

v, hat might be called it's origin for us. If I may
so speak, music had its origin in the Christian

Church probably based on the music of Greek

and Hebrew origin. St. Ambrose and St. Greg-

ory the Great are the first ones mentioned who
directed their attention to its improvement.

Guido made further advances, but he concerned

himself chiefly with lines, spaces etc., of music

To say more than this, however, would be delv-

ing into the history and science of music.

Along witli the music of the Church, but inde-

pendent of it, a secular music was making grad-

ual advances guided more by the ear than by

science. And thus today it has reached such a

demand because of tlie strides it has made, and

because of its usefulness to man that, were it

possible to make it extinct, man would be de-

prived of a great deal of his happiness.

Its advantages, then, are the happiness it brings

to the home as well as to the individual, the

good it does for society and many other advan-

tages it has in every day life.

I do not think it out of place here to mention

the good it does and has done for the virtuous

as well as the sinner. The former have a fore-

taste, as it were, (I'm speaking now of Church

music) of the music of our Heavenly home, in

a far less degree of course ; while the latter have

often been moved to tears and repentance at the

rendition of the prayful chant.

I grant that through accident music can be-

come a disadvantage to man. But in this case

it is not the music tliat is to be blamed so much

as the interpretation put on it. In the case of a

vocal selection it is often the words that make


